June 18, 2025


To Whom it May Concern:
I am writing to respectfully express my strong opposition to the proposed increase in certification fees for Certified Court Reporters in Arizona.
As a working reporter in this state, I already shoulder the cost of mandatory continuing education, equipment, and other professional expenses. Arizona’s certification fees are already among the highest in the nation for self-funded states. Adding to that burden will create an unsustainable environment for many of us and will discourage others from entering or staying in the profession.
Arizona is already facing a shortage of certified reporters, and this proposed fee hike will only deepen that crisis. I know of colleagues who are choosing not to renew their certifications after this year due to financial concerns. Others are considering leaving the profession entirely or not pursuing certification in Arizona despite holding licenses in other states.
This issue affects not only reporters—it affects the public's access to justice. Certified court reporters are essential to ensuring accurate, impartial records in legal proceedings. The erosion of our profession will have lasting impacts on the court system and the communities it serves.
I urge you to reconsider this proposal and explore other options that do not put further financial strain on reporters who are committed to serving Arizona’s legal system with professionalism and integrity.
Sincerely, 
Cathy A. Miccolis, Certified Reporter No. 50068
5102 E. Bluefield Avenue, Scottsdale, AZ 85254
NCRA Registered Professional Reporter since 1985
Texas Certified Reporter since 1985
Certified Realtime Reporter since 1990s

